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Key Vocabulary:  

Year One Year Two Year Three Year Four Year five Year Six 

today,  yesterday,  
tomorrow,  the present,  
the past,  the future day 
week,  month,  long ago, 
date,  old, new/recent,  
parent grandparent,  
great grandparent, clue, 
memory, lifetime,  
calendar, year, ancient, 
modern, what? When? 
Where? toys, children in a 
historical period, 
entertainment, daily life, 
differrent, similar,  

decade, century, living 
memory, old, new, recent, 
modern, decade, century, 
remember, similar, 
different, younger, older 
generation, ancestor, 
children in a historical 
period, famous, equality, 
courageous, opinion, 
artefact, chronological 
order, explore, travel, 
transport, charabanc, 
workhouse, penny farthing, 
significant, investigate, 
research, historian, impact, 
evidence, what? When? 
Where? Why?  

chronological, timeline, B.C.E 
(Before the Common Era), 
C.E (The Common Era), B.C 
(Before Christ), A.D (Anno 
Domini), millennium, 
thousands of years,  Stone 
Age,  Iron Age,  Neolithic, 
Bronze Age,  Skara Brae,  
hunter-gatherer,  religion,  
Stonehenge,  hill forts,  
sacrifice,  Britons 
nomad/nomadic,  colony, 
tribe,  gods/goddesses,  
invention archaeologist, 
archaeology sources, 
importance,  significance,  
legacy,  impact,  effects,  
reason change,  continuity,  
first- hand evidence,  second- 
hand evidence,  enquire, 
question, historian, 
archaeologist, explore, 
interpret 

chronological, timeline, 
era/time period, B.C.E (Before 
the Common Era),  C.E (The 
Common Era),  B.C (Before 
Christ),  A.D (Anno Domini),  
millennium, thousands of years,  
civilisation,  settlers, migration, 
historian, artefact, 
archaeologist, archaeology, 
first- hand evidence, second- 
hand evidence, pharaoh, 
sphinx, death mask,  
hieroglyphs, scribe, vizier, 
papyrus, scarab, Cleopatra,  
gods, goddess, Ancient Egypt, 
Ancient Egyptians, The Nile, 
trade, settlement,  first 
civilisations, flood, fertile, 
farming, famine, drought,  
agriculture, tomb, Pharaoh, 
pyramid, architecture, 
Tutankhamen, expedition, 
explorer, historian, 
archaeologist 

chronological, era, time period,  timeline, 
era, relic, Celts, alliance, conflict, rebellion, 
Boudicca, Romans, centurion, invasion, 
civilisation, civilian, citizen, culture, state, 
Emperor Caesar, republic, empire, 
army/soldiers, military, resistance, 
conquest, revolt, outpost, bastion, border, 
Hadrian’s Wall, Colosseum, aqueduct, 
gladiator, Londinium, Romanisation, King, 
treaty, The Saxons, shire, thane, Mercia, 
wergild, The Vikings, longhouse, longship, 
Odin, Jorvik, invasions, kingdoms, 
settlements, conversion, Christianity 
reputation, raids, resistance, Danegeld, 
Danelaw, Norse, Ancient Greece, The 
Ancient Greeks, Sparta, Athens, conquest, 
culture, poverty, achievements, legacy, 
government, senate, philosophy, Zeus, 
Apollo, temple, Olympics, festival, 
democracy, parliament, oligarch, 
republican, diplomacy, opposition, myths 
and legends,  impact,  consequences, 
change, continuity cause/s, infer, suggest, , 
primary evidence, secondary evidence, 
source reliable,  significance impression, 
compare, contrast, historian, 
archaeologist, archaeology, artefact 

 

 

anachronism, ruler, leader, The 
Ancient Maya, Central 
America, Mexico,  hierarchy, 
empire,  city-state, warrior, 
priest, sacrifice, astrology,  
astronomy, codex,  excavate, 
cenote,  pok-ta-pok,  stele,  
exile, Chichen Itza, cacoa, 
Ahaw, Itzamna, Huipil, 
Kukulcan, variety of sources,  
experiences, infer,   reliability 
propaganda,  one-sided,  
biased,  motive,  primary 
evidence,  eye witness,  
Secondary evidence, 
connections, impact, effects, 
consequences, legacy, 
significance cause/s, change, 
continuity/ extent of 
continuity, extent of change, 
interrogate, validity, trends, 
analyse, historian,  
archaeologist, archaeology, 
architecture, artefact, 
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Year 1 Historical concepts 
Historical 

theme: 
Cause and 

consequence 
Historical 

enquiry and 
historical 

interpretation 

Making 
connections 

Significant 
events 

Similarities and 
differences 

Changes within 
living memory 

Frame historically valid 
questions 

 
 
 
 
 

Time travellers 
 

Local area 
study 

Changes in local area 
over time 
 
 
 
Impact of Wright 
brother’s discovery 
 

Importance of 
wright brother’s 
discovery-pictures, 
photographs 
 

Comparing aspects 
of life relating to 
significant event to 
life today- artefacts, 
pictures, paintings, 
photos etc.) 
 
 
 
 

National days-
historical significance 
(e.g. bonfire night, 
children’s day-India, 
Remembrance day, 
2nd/ 9/ 1066 etc.) 
 
Development of 
flight-Wright 
brothers 

Comparison between 
events: personal, 
family related, 
religious-school 
events, national days 
 
Comparison between 
games  of today and of 
the past 
 
Comparing buildings in 
local area- old/ new 

Identifying evidence 
in local area which 
provides clues to what 
area was like in past 
 

List of questions to ask ‘visitor’-
memories of a significant event 

 
The Circus is 

coming to town 
 

Intro to 
Romans 

Entertainment that 
took place in circuses 
in Roman empire-
impact on touring 
entertainment today 

Ways in which past 
is represented-
pictures vs. 
photography-
reliability of 
evidence 

Comparing types of 
entertainment-
Roman times with 
today 

 Comparison circus now 
and circus in Roman 
times 

Use of animals in 
circus 

Who went to see circuses in 
Roman times?  

Chronology Knowledge and interpretations of history Historical enquiry 
� Sequence up to three objects in chronological order (recent 

history) 
� Talk about things that happened when they were little using 

words: old, new, now, then, yesterday, a long time ago, before 
and after 

� Recognise that a story that is read to them may have 
happened a long time ago 

� Know that some objects belonged to the past 
� Retell a familiar story set in the past 
� Explain how they have changed since they were born 

� Appreciate that some famous people have helped our lives to be 
better today 

� Recognise that we celebrate certain events because of what 
happened many years ago 

� Explain how their local area was different in the past 
� Talk about simple similarities and differences between life at 

different times 
� Talk about simple ways in which the past is represented, e.g. 

Identify objects from the past- paintings, photos, artefacts 

� Ask and answer questions about old and new 
objects 

� Spot old and new things in a picture 
� Answer questions using an artefact/ photograph 

provided 
� Give a plausible explanation about what an object in 

the past was used for 
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 Historical concepts 
Year 2: 

Historical 
theme: 

Cause and 
consequence 

Historical enquiry 
and historical 
interpretation 

Making connections Significant events Similarities and 
differences 

Changes within living 
memory 

Frame historically valid 
questions 

 
 
 

People of the 
past 

 
Lives of 

significant 
individuals 

 

Great fire of 
London-housing, 
materials, Florence 
Nightingale-
Hospitals, Edward 
Jenner-vaccinations 
Christopher 
Columbus- 
explorers 
 

Samuel Pepys diary-
primary evidence 
Photos, portraits, 
paintings-primary and 
secondary evidence 
Florence Nightingale-
statue-reliable/ 
unreliable evidence 

Rosa Parks- racial 
equality 
Emmeline Pankhurst-
equality for women 
 
 

Florence Nightingale- 
changes in nursing 
Rosa Parks- racial 
equality 
Emmeline Pankhurst-
equality for women 
Great fire of London 

Rosa Parks/ 
Emmeline 
Pankhurst 

 Was Edward Jenner right to 
give James Phipps 
smallpox? 
 
Was the baker to blame for 
the Great fire of London? 

 
 

The magic 
toymaker 

 
changes within 
loving memory 

Materials, old vs. 
new toys 
 
Impact of Roosevelt 
not shooting bear-
cartoon 
 

Toys-range of 
artefacts-primary 
evidence, books, 
pictures-secondary 
evidence 
Peter Blake- the toy 
artist 
Pieter Brueghel-
Children’s games 

Artists-link to time 
travellers-games 
Suggesting ways in 
which toys may develop 
in the future 
Depiction of bear in 
cartoon-leading to 
name Teddy 
Ways in which teddies 
can be aged 

 Comparison 
between toys of 
today and toys of 
the past 
Comparison 
between paintings-
games and toys of 
the past compared 
with today 

Comparison between 
games  of today and of 
the past 
 

Were toys more important 
to children in the past?  

Chronology Knowledge and interpretations of history Historical enquiry 
� Use words and phrases like: before I was born, when I was 

younger, past, present, then, now, older, newer, finally, a very long 
time ago in their historical learning 

� Sequence a set of events in chronological order and give 
reasons for their order 

� Sequence a set of objects in chronological order and give 
reasons for their order 

� Sequence events about their own life, for example 
photographs from different periods 

� Sequence events about the life of a famous person 
� Try to work out how long ago an event happened 

� To recount the life of someone famous from Britain who lived in the 
past, giving attention to what they did earlier and what they did later 

� Recount some interesting facts from a historical event, such as 
where the ‘Fire of London’ started 

� Give examples of things that are different in their life from that of 
past by talking to an older person 

� Explain why Britain has a special history by naming some famous 
events and some famous people 

� Give examples of things that are different in their life from that of a 
long time ago in a specific period of history such as Victorian times 

 

� Find out something about the past by talking to an 
older person 

� Answer questions by using a specific source, such 
as an information book 

� Research the life of someone who used to live in 
their area using the internet and other sources to 
find out about them.  

� Say at least two ways they can find out about the 
past, for example using books and the internet 

� Explain why eye-witness accounts may vary 
� Research about a famous event that happens 

somewhere else in the world and why it has been 
happening for some time  
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 Historical concepts 
Year 3: 

Historical 
theme: 

Cause and 
consequence 

Historical 
enquiry and 

historical 
interpretation 

Making 
connections 

Significant 
events 

Similarities and 
differences 

Changes 
within living 

memory 

Frame historically valid 
questions 

 
 
 

Scavengers 
and settlers 

 
Stone, Bronze, 

Iron Age 
Britain 

Nomadic, farm, 
settlers-changed 
homes, diet, 
lifestyle, from 
hunting to farming, 
finding materials-
making tools to 
make life easier, 
e.g. arrowheads 
and knives 
Move between 
Stone Age and 
Bronze Age 

Skara Brae-homes, 
diet, clothing, daily 
life, legacy-
artefacts, 
photographic 
evidence, primary, 
secondary sources 

Comparing height 
of Lucy to now; 
age died- link to 
‘medicine’ People 
of the Past 
 
Artists illustration 
of Stone Age 
hunters vs. cave 
paintings 
Beginning end of 
Stone, Bronze and 
Iron Age 

Lucy’s skeleton-
1974 
 
Official beginning/ 
end of Stone Age; 
Bronze Age; Iron 
Age 
 
The building of 
Stonehenge 
 

Comparison 
between Lucy and 
children 
 
Compare culture, 
civilisation 
between stone 
Age and Bronze 
age 

 What’s more beneficial- 
permanent settlement or nomadic 
lifestyle? 
 
Why did the first Stone Age 
farmers settle near big rivers? 

Chronology Knowledge and interpretations of history Historical enquiry 
� Describe events and periods using the words: BC, AD 

and decade 
� Describe events from the past using dates when things 

happened 
� Describe events and periods using the terms: ancient 

and century 
� Place the time studied on a timeline and compare where 

this fits into topics previously studied 
� Use their mathematical knowledge to work out how long 

ago events would have happened 
 

� Begin to picture what life would have been like for the 
early settlers 

� Know about the everyday lives of people in the time 
studied 

� Suggest why certain events happened as they did in 
history 

� Suggest why certain people acted as they did in history 
� Identify and give reasons for the different ways in which 

the past is represented 
� Begin to make connections and recognise cause and 

consequence in period studied 
� Look at representations of the period, for example in a 

museum and distinguish between different sources 

� Recognise the part that archaeologists have had in 
helping us understand more about what happened 
in the past 

� Use various sources of evidence to answer 
questions; begin to ask simple questions based 
upon findings 

� Use various sources to piece together information 
about a period in history 

� Research a specific event from the past 
� Be able to write about historical information 
� Through research, identify similarities and 

differences between given periods in history 
� Begin to use more than one source of information 

to bring together a conclusion about a historical 
event 

� Use specific search engines on the internet to find 
information more rapidly 
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Year 4: Historical concepts 
Historical 

theme: 
Cause and 

consequence 
Historical 

enquiry and 
historical 

interpretation 

Making 
connections 

Significant 
events 

Similarities and 
differences 

Changes 
within living 

memory 

 
Frame historically valid 

questions 

 
 
 

Temples, 
tombs and 
treasures 

 
The Ancient 

Egyptians 
The Ancient 

Sumer 

Importance of river 
Nile 
 
social groups- 
standing in society 
affected life 
 
The finding of 
Tutankhamen‘s 
tomb; the Royal 
Tombs of Ur 
 

Ancient Egypt-
homes, diet, clothing, 
daily life, religion, 
beliefs, legacy-
artefacts, 
photographic 
evidence, primary, 
secondary sources 
 
Ancient Sumer- 
clothing, daily life, 
religion, legacy-
artefacts, 
photographic 
evidence, primary, 
secondary sources 

The importance of 
the Nile  and 
reasons for early 
settlers link to 
Scavengers and 
Settlers 
 
Structure of 
pyramids, tools used 
to Stone Age 
 
Beliefs of ancient 
Egyptians and 
Sumer 

Building of pyramids 
 
Significance of 
Rosetta stone 
 
Discovery of 
Tutankhamen by 
Howard Carter/ the 
Royal Tombs of Ur 
by Charles Leonard 
Woolley and the 
impact on history 
 
Golden age of the 
Ancient Sumer 

Comparison between daily 
life in Ancient Egypt and 
today 
 
Comparisons between the 
Ancient Sumer and the 
Egyptians-artefacts, 
religion, daily life etc 
 
Compare different 
pharaoh’s life and 
achievements 
 
Compare findings in Royal 
tomb of Ur to those found 
by Carter 

 Was the class system a fair 
way to rule?  
 
Is it right to hold/ display 
Egyptian artefacts in the 
British Museum? 
 
Would someone from ancient 
Egypt feel at home if they 
visited ancient Sumer? 

Chronology Knowledge and interpretations of history Historical enquiry 
� Place the time studied on a timeline, compare where this fits in 

to the topics previously studied, demonstrating understanding 
of BC, AD 

� Use words and phrases: century, decade, ancient, civilisation, 
period and topic related vocabulary which denotes the period 

� Name and place dates of significant events of the period on a 
timeline and use mathematical knowledge to round up time 
differences into centuries and decades 
 

� Use evidence to reconstruct life in the time studied, for example: 
recognise that people who lived in the past cooked and travelled 
differently and used weapons different from ours; recognise that lives 
of wealthy people were very different from those of poor people; 
recognise that the way of life in the past was dictated by the work 
people did 

� Identify key features and events of the past and appreciate that items 
belonging to the past are helping us to build up an accurate picture of 
how people lived 

� Look for links, cause and consequences in the period studied and offer 
a reasonable explanation for some events 

� Look at and evaluate the evidence available 

� Research two versions of an event and say 
how they differ 

� Research what it was like for a child in a 
given period from the past and present their 
findings 

� Ask questions about the period studied and 
frame responses based upon research from 
various sources 

� Give more than one reason to support an 
historical argument 

� Communicate knowledge and understanding 
orally and in writing and offer points of view 
based upon what has been found out 

 



 

History Progress Document  

 Historical concepts 
Year 5: 

Historical 
theme: 

Cause and 
consequence 

Historical enquiry 
and historical 
interpretation 

Making connections Significant events Similarities and 
differences 

Changes 
within 
living 

memory 

Frame historically valid 
questions 

 
 

The Great, the 
Bold and the 

Brave 
 

Ancient Greeks 
and Romans 

Battle of Marathon-
Olympics-marathon 
Alexandra the Great-
military tactics 
Greek influence on 
Roman politics- 
democracy 
Caesar’s first invasion-
fail, regrouped-invaded 
Roman legacy-road 
network, heating… 

Influence of the Greek 
civilisation on Roman 
culture-architecture, 
writing, art and 
mythology 
Ancient Roman- 
clothing, daily life, 
religion, hierarchy, 
legacy-artefacts, 
photographic evidence, 
primary, secondary 
sources 

Influence of Greek life 
and achievements- 
democracy on western 
world 
Greek roots/ prefixes 
suffixes in English 
words 
 
Link to tombs and 
treasures- beliefs/ 
religion etc 

The Persian war/ Battle 
of Marathon  
 
Death of Alexandra the 
Great 
 
The success of the 
Roman armies 
 
Roman invasion of 
Britain 
 

Compare different city 
states- Athens/ Sparta 
(politics) 
Compare Alexandrian and 
Roman armies 

 Who influenced the UK 
more? Romans of Greeks?  
 
Is it fair that Roman citizens 
enjoyed more rights than 
non-citizens? 
 
Is it fair that a slave was 
classed as a non-citizen?   

The Story of 
English 

 
Celts, Anglo-
Saxons and 

Vikings 

Roman invasion/ 
withdrawal-Impact on 
Celts 
Viking invasion of the 
empire- Anglo-Saxons 
had derisible resources 
How English language 
has evolved- global 
impact 
The impact of Danelaw 
treaty 

Celtic tribe-overview of 
daily life etc, Boudicca’s 
rebellion 
Influence of Anglo-
Saxons as settlers in 
Roman Britain 
Viking invasion- 
artefacts, photographic 
evidence, primary, 
secondary sources 
Invasion of Normans 
 

Anglo-Saxon form of 
writing-runes to 
Ancient Egyptian/ 
Sumer 
Importance of farming 
Use of transportation to 
conquer 
Oral storytelling 
traditions- Beowulf 
 

Hadrian’s wall 
Roman withdrawal from 
Britain 
Viking Invasion 
Edward the Confessor’s 
death/ Last invasion of 
England-1066  
Chaucer’s Canterbury 
tales-1387 

Compare Celtic life/ 
Roman life 
 
Compare Anglo-Saxons 
and Viking rule 
 
Compare development of 
English as a language-old, 
middle and early modern-
words, phrases, etc 

 Was Boudicca right to 
encourage the Iceni tribe to 
rebel against the Romans? 
 
What do the words tell us 
about life for each group and 
their role in society? 

Chronology Knowledge and interpretations of history Historical enquiry 
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� Identify where a period of history fits on a timeline 
� Place a specific event on a time line by decade 
� Place features of historical events and people from past societies 

and periods in a chronological framework 
� Create timelines which outline the development of specific features, 

such as medicine, weaponry, transport etc 
 

� Describe historical events from the different periods/s studying/ have 
studied 

� Make comparisons between historical periods, explaining things that have 
changed and things which have stayed the same 

� Study different aspects of different people- men and women 
� Examine causes, results and consequences of great events and the impact 

on people 
� Compare an aspect of life with the same aspect in another period 
� Compare different accounts of events from different sources-fact or fiction 

and offer sound explanations for different versions of events 

� Use a range of sources to find out about 
the period studied 

� Observe small details in artefacts and 
other sources studied 

� Select and record information relevant 
to the period studied; choose how best 
to communicate knowledge and 
understanding 

� Devise historically valid questions 
about change, cause, similarity and 
difference 

� Construct informed responses that 
involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical 
information 
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 Historical concepts 
Year 6: 

Historical 
theme: 

Cause and 
consequence 

Historical 
enquiry and 

historical 
interpretation 

Making 
connections 

Significant events Similarities and 
differences 

Changes 
within living 

memory 

Frame historically valid 
questions 

 
AD 900 

 
The Maya 

The success of the 
Maya- expanding 
civilisation-impact 
on area-inevitable 
decline 
The invasion of the 
Spanish-impact 
upon Maya life/ 
influence on 
modern day 
traditions 
Achievements- 
calendar, number 
systems 
 

Ancient Maya-
homes, diet, 
clothing, daily life, 
religion, beliefs, 
festivals, hierarchy 
legacy-artefacts, 
photographic 
evidence, primary, 
secondary sources 
 

The influence of 
the Olmec 
civilisation 
Achievements of 
the Maya- Ancient 
Egyptians 
 
Communication- 
codex vs. books-
The history of 
English 
 
Reasons for 
decline of Maya 
and Egyptian 
written 
communication 

The formation of 
larger settlements- 
Copan 
 
The decline of the 
Maya 
 
The invasion of the 
Spanish 

Comparison of written 
communication- Maya, 
Egyptian and Roman 
 
Comparison of 
achievements with that of 
the Egyptians- 
architecture, mathematic, 
astrology 
 
Comparison of rituals, for 
example Pok-ta-Tok, to 
that held today 
 
Comparison of theories 
held by historians as to 
decline 

 What is the most likely 
cause of the collapse of the 
ancient Mayan empire? 
 
Were the Mayans the 
greatest ancient civilisation 
in history?  

Chronology Knowledge and interpretations of history Historical enquiry 
� Use dates and historical language in all aspects of recorded 

work 
� Draw a timeline with different periods studied  
� Make comparisons between different times in the past 
� Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and 

understanding of British, local and world history, establishing 
clear narratives within and across the periods studied 
 

� Choose reliable sources of factual evidence to describe aspects of life, 
people’s beliefs and attitudes and differences in status 

� Make comparisons between historical periods, explaining things that 
have changed and things which have stayed the same 

� Examine causes, results and consequences of great events and the impact 
on people, subsequent periods, and, in the long term, on today’s society 

� Compare an aspect of life with the same aspect in another period 
� Compare the achievements of the period studied with one studied 

previously 
� Summarise what Britain may have learnt from other countries and 

civilisations through time gone by 

� Use a range of sources to find out about the 
period studied 

� Observe small details in artefacts and other 
sources studied 

� Select and record information relevant to the 
period studied; choose how best to 
communicate knowledge and understanding 

� Devise historically valid questions about 
change, cause, similarity, difference and 
significance 

� Construct informed responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and organisation of 
relevant historical information 

 


